
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by design 

to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship 

through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting 

church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a 

Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 
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week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  In 
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“It is Impossible for God to Lie” 
Heb. 6:13-20; John 1:11-13; John’s Gospel and Misc. 

Prepared by Patrick J. Griffiths 
 

God's decree is the very pillar and basis on which the saint's perseverance depends. That decree ties the knot 
of adoption so fast, that neither sin, death, nor hell, can break it asunder. —Thomas Watson  

 
The foundation for personal confidence in the Christian life is rooted and grounded in God 
keeping the believer and in the assurance He will not fail.  If this truth is not understood, then 
salvation becomes anthropocentric (man-centered) and life becomes uncertain. 

 
The great Protestant Reformer, Martin Luther, was correct when he wrote that, in the end, there are only two 
religions in the world: the religion of grace and the religion of works. In essence, all non-Christian religions in 
the world, large and small, are religions of works. Only biblical Christianity teaches that salvation is a free gift 
resulting solely from God’s grace. This makes Christianity unlike any other religion that has ever existed, past 
or present.1 

 
This is the issue on which our perspective is built.  The idea of eternal security or the inability of 
anyone to undo what God has done is a centerpiece of biblical salvation.  In light of Hebrews, I 
believe genuine believers persevere in their faith in Christ.  As we look at the larger idea, let us ask 
ourselves a handful of questions.  What makes us confident of our destiny with Christ?  What 
happens when we do not "feel" saved?  Is it possible to "lose" our salvation?   
 
Hopefully, this study will endeavor to teach the believer's security in Christ and the resultant 
assurance this provides.  Although the Scripture speaks loudly on this subject matter, our study 
will focus primarily in the Gospel of John.   
 

The Gospel of John often described as a pool in which a child may wade and an elephant may swim, is unique 
amongst the gospels.2 

 
Until one is assured that what they possess is never capable of being lost, then life will always lack 
the sense of security and peace that can and should be theirs.  To not have this confidence would 
be like always living on the edge of an impending catastrophe. 
 
There are several key concepts behind the believer's security in Christ. Each of these truths builds 
an unshakable foundation, which will give us stability in a very unstable world. 
 
Before we begin it is important to note the differences between three inter-related terms; 
preservation (God keeps), perseverance (man continues), and assurance (man’s confidence).  
Preservation is God keeping the believer, perseverance is the believer continuing in the faith, and 
assurance is God giving us the confidence that we are His children.  Each is built on the other.  I 
have confidence because I continue in His Word, and I continue because He keeps.  This study will 
address the issue of preservation.  We will seek to understand why the statement, "God preserves; 
we persevere” is Biblically suitable.  There are six themes as to why we can make the statement, 
“God preserves; we persevere.”  I will be working almost exclusively from the Gospel of John. 
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First is the theme of eternal life in John’s Gospel. 
 
The word "life" is found 36 times in John's Gospel.  It is used an additional 13 times in 1 John and 
15 more times in Revelation.  John's usage of this word dominates the New Testament record. 

 
The term eternal life is a central theme found in the Gospel of John. The very purpose of John's gospel was 
that "you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his 
name" (John 20:31; cf. 1 John 5:13), "life" being synonymous with "eternal life". Jesus says that, "this is eternal 
life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent" (John 17:3). 
Interesting to note, knowing God does not precede or follow eternal life. Instead, knowing God is eternal life. 
"Those who know God in the present have an incorruptible fellowship with God that cannot be severed or 
impugned by death."3 Furthermore, Jesus says that "I have come that they may have life, and have it to the 
full." Marshall believes that "the most comprehensive term in John for what Jesus gives to people is life or 
eternal life, which is to be understood as sharing in the life of God [John 1:4].4  Thus, understanding the term 
eternal life is of great importance to the Christian life.5 

 
What did John mean when he wrote of "life?"  Eternal life is more than mere existence.  It is a life 
that is filled with meaning and purpose.  There is a sense of destiny and ultimate design.  Eternal 
life is not something we enjoy in the future. We partake of its properties today!6 
 

"If future zoe is established by Christ's work, this work has already taken place and the resurrection of the 
dead is simply the consummation of the replacing of the old [man] by the new.  Thus zoe is not just hoped for; 
we have it already.  It is still future in the teaching of Jesus and throughout the NT.  Yet the present is seen in 
the light of it, and since it is grounded in a completed act, our hope is sure and living (1 Pt. 1:3)."7  

 
There are several passages in John’s Gospel emphasizing the theme of eternal life. 
 

so that whoever believes will in Him have eternal life. (John 3:15) 

 
Final use of hina with present active subjunctive of echô, that he may keep on having eternal life (a frequent 
phrase in John, always in John aiônios occurs with zôê, 16 times in the Gospel, 6 in 1 John, ageless or endless 
life, beginning now and lasting forever). It is more than endless, for it is sharing in the life of God in Christ 
(John 5:26; 17:3; 1John 5:12).8 

 
Notice the contrasting thought set against the idea of eternal life.  John says the true believer will 
not perish.  The word “perishes” means, “to render useless."  The object that perishes does not 
have eternal life but is eternally separated from God.  It is used twelve times by John (3:15, 16; 
'lose' 6:39; 'destroy' 10:10, 28; 'lost' 17:12; 18:9).  If we are capable of perishing, then Jesus Christ 
lacks the power to keep that which has been entrusted to His care.   
 

John 3:16 "For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him 
shall not perish, but have eternal life. 
 
John 3:36 "He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son will not see life, but 
the wrath of God abides on him." 
 
John 4:14 but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him shall never thirst; but the water that I will give 
him will become in him a well of water springing up to eternal life." 
 
John 5:24 "Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, 
and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life. 
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Perfect active indicative of metabainô, to pass from one place or state to another.9 
 
John 6:40 "For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him will have 
eternal life, and I Myself will raise him up on the last day." 
 
John 6:47 "Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes has eternal life. 
 
John 6:54 "He who eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day. 
 
John 6:68 Simon Peter answered Him, "Lord, to whom shall we go? You have words of eternal life. 
 
John 10:28 and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My 

hand. 
 
John 12:25 "He who loves his life loses it, and he who hates his life in this world will keep it to life eternal. 
 
John 12:50 "I know that His commandment is eternal life; therefore the things I speak, I speak just as the 
Father has told Me." 
 
John 17:2 even as You gave Him authority over all flesh, that to all whom You have given Him, He may give 
eternal life. 
 
John 17:3 "This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have 

sent. 

 
This thought is consistent with Colossians 1:13 when it speaks of the believer being delivered from 
the power of darkness and translated into the kingdom of His dear Son. 
 

John 5:39 "You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; it is these that testify 
about Me; 
 
John 6:27 "Do not work for the food which perishes, but for the food which endures to eternal life, which the 
Son of Man will give to you, for on Him the Father, God, has set His seal." 

 
Notice what eternal life is often contrasted within our passages?  What is of equal interest is that 
John's usage is found predominately in the section that deals with Christ and the multitudes.  Of 
the 36 occurrences in John's Gospel, only four are found after chapter 14 (14:6; 17:2, 3; 20:31).  After 
chapter 13 Jesus deals exclusively with His disciples and actually ceases to deal with the people at 
large.  Jesus Christ came to give humanity life.  The life described is a life that is full and abundant. 
 
It would appear that to have eternal life is to have Jesus Christ and to have Him is to have life in 
all its fullness (read 1 John 5:11-13 “this life is in the Son”).  This is the consistent testimony of 
Scripture.  Jesus is life (John 1:4; 14:6).  He has life in Himself (John 5:26). 
 

In other words, eternal life is Christ, and for me to have eternal life is to receive Christ.  Eternal life is to have 
Christ in my heart and to live with Him throughout all eternity!  It is an everlasting union with Christ.10 

 
From John's usage of life it appears clear that life as referred to in his record is eternal, never-
ending life.  A failure to understand the gospel weakens our understanding of divine preservation 
and human perseverance.  The gospel is not an abstract idea lacking substance or sustaining 
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power.  The gospel is a person and the gospel is a relationship.  This brings us to our second idea 
in John’s Gospel. 
 
Second is the theme of sonship in John’s Gospel. 
 
Union with Christ through faith in His redemptive work on the cross brings an immediate 
adoption into GOD'S FOREVER FAMILY.  This is called "sonship."  John 1:11-13 gives us a graphic 
description of this truth. 
 

He came unto his own, and his own received him not.  But as many as received him, to them gave he power 
to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: which were born, not of blood, nor of the 
will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 

 
The word “received” means, "to take with the hand, lay hold of, any person or thing in order to 
use it."  John echoes this same idea in 1John 3:1, 2.  This is a glorious truth.  You are now a child of 
God and have joined a family numbering in the millions. 
 
In justification there are two activities working in tandem.  First, the justified are released from 
liability of punishment.  Second, the justified are restored to a position of favor.  This aspect of 
justification is the doctrine of adoption.11 Theologian Louis Berkhof defines adoption in this way,  
 

This adoption is a legal act, and whereby God places the sinner in the status of a child, but does not change 
him inwardly any more than parents by the mere act of adoption change the inner life of an adopted child.  
The change that is affected concerns the relation in which man stands to God.12   

 
To put into a theological context systematic theologian Robert L. Reymond shows how 
justification, definitive sanctification and adoption fit. 
 

The sinner having been pardoned and constituted righteous in God’s sight (that is, justified) and 
constituted holy through union with Christ (that is, definitively sanctified), God also legally 
constitutes him his child and adopts him into his family (that is, adoption).  Whereas the doctrine of 
justification speaks to the relationship of the Christian to God as Lawgiver and Judge, whereas the 
doctrine of definitive sanctification speaks to the relationship of the Christian to God as his new 
Master, so the doctrine of adoption speaks to the filial relationship of the Christian to God as his 
Father.13 

  
The idea behind 'sons' in 1:12 is "offspring."  The idea of offspring is that of dependence upon and 
partaker of.  We depend on God and partake of His character.  John (1:12; 8:39; 11:52) uses it only 
three times. 
 
The other word for 'son' is huios.  Huios and teknon are synonyms.  This word is used fifty-two 
times by John.  Notice also Romans 8:14 and Philippians 2:15. 
 

For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. (Rom. 8:14) 
 

That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and 
perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world; (Phil. 2:15) 
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Is there ever a time when a son is not a son?  This brings us to our third reason as to why we 
believe, “God’s preservation enables humanity’s perseverance.”  God’s gift is non-refundable.  It 
can never be returned! 
 
Third is the theme of the double negative in John’s Gospel. 
 
The double negative is the strongest means possible by which the Greek language could express a 
denial or negation.  Thus, it is the strongest way to make a negative statement of a future 
occurrence.   
 

[In English, a double negative has a positive meaning. In Greek, a double negative is extra-emphatic, expressing 
very dramatic, forceful negation.]14 

 
And it is no accident that John's Gospel is full of the double negative with reference to the 
irrevocability of God's gracious gift.   
 

John 4:14 but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him shall never thirst; but the water that I will give 
him will become in him a well of water springing up to eternal life." 
 

The double negative ou mê is used with either the future indicative as here or the aorist subjunctive, 
the strongest possible negative.15 

 
John 6:35 Jesus said to them, "I am the bread of life; he who comes to Me will not hunger, and he who believes 
in Me will never thirst. 
 
John 8:51 "Truly, truly, I say to you, if anyone keeps My word he will never see death." 
 
John 8:52 The Jews said to Him, "Now we know that You have a demon. Abraham died, and the prophets 
also; and You say, 'If anyone keeps My word, he will never taste of death.' 
 
John 10:28 and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My 
hand. 
 
John 11:26 and everyone who lives and believes in Me will never die. Do you believe this?" 

 
Man begins in a hole and is forever unworthy.  The fact that we are saved is a credit to God's 
electing grace and not to our perseverance or ability to reason up to God.  We are saved by the 
grace of God and are KEPT by the grace of God.  God will never cast us away.  This brings us to 
our fourth plank of evidence. 
 
Fourth is the theme of enablement by the Holy Spirit in John’s Gospel. 
 
In John, He is referred to as the Helper. 
 

John 14:16 "I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever; 
 
John 14:26 "But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all 
things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you. 
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John 15:26 "When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, that is the Spirit of truth who 
proceeds from the Father, He will testify about Me, 
 
John 16:7 "But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper 
will not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you. 

 
The verses above are from the New American Standard version; it translates the Greek word 
"paraclete" as the Helper. Compare this with other translations: 
 
• The King James Version translates Helper as Comforter.  
• The New International Version translates Helper as Counselor.  
• The New English Version translates Helper as Advocate.  
 
All four translations give us a more complete picture of the Holy Spirit. He is Helper, 
Advocate, Counselor, and Comforter.  
 
Helper = He empowers us with a “want to” to follow Christ in faith. 
Advocate = He reminds us that God is for us and loves us. 
Counselor = He is our teacher and guides us in how to understand and apply God's Word to 
our everyday life. He gives us wisdom.  
Comforter = He is our greatest, most-compassionate encourager in a time of need. 
 
The word "helper" is a compound word literally meaning, "called to one's side” (paracletos).  It 
carries the meaning of “one who pleads another's cause before a judge; an intercessor, in the 
widest sense, a helper, assistant."   Four times it is used of the Holy Spirit and once of our Lord 
Jesus Christ (“Advocate” 1 John 2:1). 
 
The idea behind “Helper” is to call to one's aid or side.  The Holy Spirit is there assisting us and 
coming to our aid.  He assures us of our present position in Christ.  “Having believed we were 
marked in Him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit.  He is a deposit guaranteeing our 
inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession” (Eph. 1:13, 14; 1 Peter 1:4, 5).  
This brings us to our fifth plank of evidence. 
 
Fifth is the theme of the finished work of Jesus Christ in John’s Gospel (John 19:30). 
 

"The Lord's work of atoning love and mercy and grace is forever complete.  It is perfect; it is finished.  I can 
add nothing to it or take nothing away from it; it is absolutely, certainly, perfectly, preciously, everlastingly 
done.  It is finished.”16 

 
That which He has done is unattainable by human endeavor or merit.  For me to assume that I can 
either attain it or lose it is foolish and presumptuous.  Because of a finished work I am no long 
under the sentence of death (Romans 8:1).  Those who embrace Him have passed from death to 
life and “will not be condemned” (John 5:24). 
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Sixth is the theme of the present work of Jesus Christ in John’s Gospel (1 John 2:1; Rom. 8:34; Heb. 
7:25; 9:24). 
 
Jesus Christ is presently ministering in our behalf.  He is my advocate.  His forgiveness is 
unconditional. It is not based on my confession.  As long as His seed is in me, I am safe.  There is 
no sin so dark that He cannot or will not forgive.  No matter how far I might stray, God’s grace is 
more abundant.  For where sin abounded, grace did much more!  What could possibly come 
between us?  Are we so powerful as to be able to pull ourselves out of His control or from His 
ministry?  It almost seems foolish to ask. 
 
“We can be confident of this that He who began a good work in us will carry it on to completion 
until the day of Jesus Christ our Lord” (Phil. 1:6).  Why is this true?  Because “the one who calls us 
is faithful and HE will do it” (1 Thess. 5:24).  The foreknowledge of God culminates in the 
glorification of those whom He calls (Romans 8:29, 30).  Jesus Christ will never lose any of those 
who are His (John 17:12).  The power of God keeps us and shields us from perishing (1 Peter 1:4, 
5).  When we place our faith in Him to keep He does just that.  Therefore “we do not have to be 
ashamed, because we know whom we have believed, and are convinced that He is able to guard 
what we have entrusted to Him for that day” (2 Tim. 1:12). 
 
Friend, God promises us that we can know without a shadow of doubt that we are His children, 
and that when we die, we will spend an eternity enjoying His presence and the fullness of His 
person (Psalm 16:11).  Oh what fullness of joy is to be ours. 
 

These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye 
have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God.  (1 John 5:13) 

 
The deliverance from sin, which God provided for you, is irrevocable.  Nothing, absolutely 
nothing, can change that fact as it is recorded in God's Holy Word. Believe it and begin to enjoy 
the fullness of that gracious gift! 

 
You must learn to place your faith in the promises of God and not in what you feel.  Feelings are 
too often controlled by circumstances.  Our faith was meant to rest on the solid rock of God's 
Word, not the shifting sand of feelings.  You must focus your faith on the unchanging facts and 
not on the changing circumstances. 
 

"Too often our feelings are influenced by our environment or our health or happenings, but our salvation is 
based upon a Savior who is able to keep."17 

 
When you read John's Gospel record time after time in the course of a miracle, Jesus expects 
people to act according to His authority and person and neither on their feelings nor 
understanding of the surrounding event.  Notice these passages which illustrate this truth. 
 

John 4:43-54 The healing of a nobleman's son (v50) 
John 5:1-16 The healing of the cripple (vv8,9) 
John 6:1-13 The feeding of the 5,000 (vv5,11) 
John 8:1-11 The forgiving of an adulteress (v11) 
John 9:1-11 The healing of a blind man (v7) 
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Do you have the faith to believe God's facts and to overcome your feelings? Remember, God said 
it, and that settles it whether you believe it or not. Your faith or lack therein does not alter the fact 
of God's record. 
 

"If we lose our eternal life when we sin, it means that our salvation depends upon our being good!  If we have 
to help God save us, then He cannot save at all."18 

 
Although John’s Gospel is written in simple Greek, its plain words carry profound meaning. It contains 
theological concepts that are not easy to master in a short time. These concepts challenge even the most 
mature Christian. Yet, its reassurance of God’s love for us can be understood by anyone. This fact is imbedded 
in the author’s thesis statement:  
 

‘Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. But 
these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that 
through believing, you may have life in his name’ (John 20:30-31). 

 
John highlights the Gospel — the good news that Jesus offers us eternal life here and now. We are invited to 
enter into a personal relationship with Jesus Christ, whom we can trust implicitly because he is the Son of 
God. Indeed, it is only through trusting Jesus that we can understand God’s plan for us and carry out his will 
in our daily lives.19 

 
So where does this leave us?  Where do we go from here?  Let us learn the truth about our 
salvation as being an irrevocable gift from God.  Let us love the Lord Jesus for making our 
salvation secure.  Let us live our life in Christ confidently and with thanksgiving. 
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